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INTRODUCTION

Before NYC we focused on embracing God’s love for us. That’s where it all begins! But 
now that NYC has come and gone—and students have hopefully made commitments 
to live out and into God’s love—we want to turn their attention outward. This curricu-
lum is designed to do that in a few ways:

1. We will dwell in Luke 10:1-11, 23-37, a passage of Scripture in which Jesus sends 
the disciples out to proclaim the kingdom of God and then tells the story of the 
Good Samaritan. This passage calls us to engage in the world around us.

2. We will use our five senses to engage the Scripture: sight, sound, taste, smell, 
and touch. Each week we will consider this passage through one of our five 
senses. Our senses are external, and they tell us about the world around us. If 
we want to be sent by Jesus into the world, we need to strengthen our ability to 
sense what God is up to in the world.

3. We will connect each week with real-life opportunities to live love.

Dwell

Your students spend so much of their days being talked at. When they read some-
thing, it’s probably because they have to answer questions about it. It’s no wonder, 
then, that students have such a hard time enjoying reading the Bible. Even as pastors 
and church leaders, we approach God’s Word feeling the pressure to make it produce 
something for us, such as a devotional thought for a leaders’ meeting, a Bible study, 
a sermon, or a quote we can meme on Instagram. But the Bible isn’t a textbook, and 
there is no test we must pass in order to be a disciple of Jesus. This section invites 
your students to dwell in the Word and listen for God’s Spirit speaking to them.

Try to select a different student to read each time. There’s no need to rush, so encour-
age them to read slowly. If there is time, read the passage through twice. During the 
first read-through, your group will probably still be adjusting from their fast-paced day 
and their minds will be busy and distracted. The second read-through is more likely 
to sink in. You’ll be reading the same passage each week, but you will hear something 
new each week!

After they have listened to the reading of the passage, they will be invited to share 
what they heard. There are no wrong answers here. Let students talk freely and try to 
avoid launching into teaching or correcting. This is an opportunity for the students to 
reflect on their experiences and to feel empowered to engage Scripture. There might 
be some silence at first. That’s okay. Even if each student shares one word that stood 
out to them, that’s a great start.
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Engage

If you want to be a great painter, you have to spend a lot of time building the skills it 
takes to turn a palette of colors into a work of art. If you want to be a great soccer 
player, you have to spend a lot of time building the skills it takes to work with a team 
and drive a ball down the field. At NYC your students developed a desire to live God’s 
love in the world. What are the skills it takes to live love? It takes the Holy Spirit and a 
community of Christians who are aware and attentive to the world around them.

The culture in which most of our teenagers are immersed has dulled a lot of their sens-
es. Instant gratification from tech devices combined with a fast-paced culture actually 
makes us less aware of the world immediately around us. If students want to live God’s 
love in the world, they will need to build their skills of awareness. Dwelling in the Word 
will help them be aware of God’s voice. Engaging their senses will help them build 
awareness of the world around them.

In this section we will give a few possible activities to engage your students and get 
them thinking about what they see, hear, smell, taste, and touch in Scripture and the 
world around them.

Connect

Living love happens at the intersection of our encounter with God and our encounter 
with the world. At the end of each session, we will try to help students make the con-
nections between God’s Word and the world. Hopefully they are beginning to notice 
this beautiful world with all of their senses. Students will be asked to reflect on the 
places and spaces where they spend most of their time and consider how they might 
live God’s love.

It’s important to create the assumption that God is already at work in the world. Your 
students don’t have to bring God’s presence into their schools, locker rooms, homes, 
or hangouts because God is already there! The question is, will we notice what God is 
up to? Will we be aware of God’s desires for the people around us? Will we join in what 
God wants to do in those places and spaces?
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WEEK 1  SENT
Jesus sends the disciples on a mission of love. This week we are dwelling on the word 
sent. Jesus sends the disciples out into the world without much training, teaching, or 
instruction. Rather, he tells them that he himself will follow them. They will have the 
power to heal the sick and extend peace. After this sending story comes the story of 
the Good Samaritan. With this story, we get the sense that we are being sent out to 
places where people are caught in the ditch.

At NYC many of your students felt a sense of calling to do something in response to 
the powerful messages and stories they heard and experienced. That’s because Jesus 
is inviting all of us to join the mission of the kingdom of God. Today your students have 
a chance to reflect on what it means to be sent.

Dwell

Invite your group to get comfortable, take a couple of deep breaths, and settle in. 
Encourage them to think about all the things that are distracting them: things in the 
room, the person they are sitting next to, things happening at home, something that 
took place at school, or anything else that might be pulling away their attention. Give 
them a minute to put any distractions on hold.

Tell them that you will be dwelling in the Word and focusing on being sent. As they 
hear the passage being read, ask them to think about a word or a phrase that jumps 
out at them. They don’t have to explain it or have some profound reason behind it. 
Just listen and let the Holy Spirit speak.

Ask a volunteer to read Luke 10:1-11, 23-37 twice.

Ask: What did you hear about being sent?

Note to leaders: This is the first time that many of your students will practice dwelling 
in the Word. Be patient with them. Try to limit distractions in the room as much as pos-
sible. Consider asking them to silence their phones and put them away until the end of 
your time together.

Engage

The disciples were sent out in groups of two. Pair up your students and give each pair 
five sticky notes. Each pair needs to agree on the five essential things they would take 
with them if they were going on a trip. When the pairs have agreed on the five items 
they would take with them, they should write one item on each sticky note.
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Invite all the pairs to put their sticky notes on a wall or board. Then you can organize 
the sticky notes in groups of similar things. See how many groups came up with things 
like clothes, cell phones, toothbrushes, and so on.

Remind them that the disciples were sent out without those five essential things. They 
were told not to take a purse or bag or sandals. That means they had no money, no 
debit cards, no cell phones, not even a change of clothes! Imagine how vulnerable they 
felt. They had to rely on the strangers they met on their journey.

Why would Jesus send them out with nothing to provide for their needs? What would 
it mean for these disciples to be forced to rely on the kindness of people who have yet 
to hear about Jesus?

Being sent on mission with Jesus requires our whole life—everything we’ve got.

Connect

Back in pairs of two, ask students to discuss all the places they will go this week. They 
can make a list: school, practice, mom’s house, dad’s house, youth group, mall, movie 
theater, and so on. Most of these are probably places they have to go to. But what if 
Jesus were sending them to all of these places?

Ask: What would be different about going to these places if we were going because 
we were being sent by Jesus?

Pray: In your time of prayer, tell God that your group is ready to be sent. Invite God to 
send them wherever Jesus would be pleased to go. Pray that they would have every-
thing they need for the journey.
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WEEK 2  SIGHT
What does the love of God look like? This week we start to dwell on God’s love 
through our senses. Our five senses are the abilities that God gave us to engage 
the world around us. This passage is filled with visual imagery: harvest, dust, lambs, 
wolves, food, roads, eyes, and bandages, just to name a few.

Jesus tells the disciples, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see.” Then he imme-
diately tells them a story about a priest and a Levite who “saw” the man in the ditch 
but walked past him. Then the Samaritan “saw” the man and was moved with pity. We 
want God to bless our eyes, so we see what God sees and we act!

When we can see what God’s love looks like in the Bible, we can begin to imagine 
what it might look like in our lives. There are so many things we see every day but look 
past, like the graffiti on the locker next to us, the girl who walks home from school by 
herself, the ever-growing grass in our elderly neighbor’s yard. What if God is calling to 
us through the things that are right in front of our eyes, but we never even see? What if 
Jesus is sending us to these places and people who have been overlooked?

Dwell

Invite the group to close their eyes. Ask them to consider how different the room feels 
without the ability to see all that is around them. With their eyes closed, they can take 
a few deep breaths and get comfortable and prepared to dwell in the Word. If they are 
comfortable, they can keep their eyes closed for the reading of the passage. As they 
hear the passage being read, they should imagine what they might see if they were 
with Jesus in this story.

Ask a volunteer to read Luke 10:1-11, 23-37 twice.

Ask: What did you see in this story?

Note to leaders: Remember, there are no right or wrong answers here. If you want to 
share as a leader, share an example from your own experience of dwelling in and en-
gaging the Word with your imagination.

Engage

Bring some pictures from the NYC trip. These can be pictures of fun group activities, 
traveling, events, the city of Phoenix, or pictures of the services. Try to bring a good 
mix of pictures. They can be printed or on a screen. Designate the four corners of the 
room as four emotional responses: love, laughter, sadness, anger. As you scroll through 
the pictures, have the students choose which corner of the room describes their re-
sponse to each picture. For instance, if you show a picture of a funny moment, they 
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might go to the “laughter” corner. For a picture of their favorite band, they might go to 
the “love” corner.

Ask: What does love look like?

Love is not just an idea or a feeling. Love is found in real people, places, and actions. 
God is love, and we see God’s love in Jesus Christ: God the Son. His teaching, healing, 
eating, sleeping, weeping, dying, rising, and ascending all show us God’s love.

If God loves the world, we should be able to see it.

Love Sightings (optional): Send students out in pairs around the church or around the 
neighborhood and encourage them to take pictures of things that look like God’s love.

Connect

Jesus tells the disciples, “Blessed are the eyes that see.” Then he says that the Good 
Samaritan “saw” the man who was hurt and was moved with pity or compassion. The 
things we see in the world should move us to respond in love.

Ask: What did you see in the world this week that stirred compassion in you? Describe 
the scene. What did it look like? What images do you remember?

What would responding in love to that event look like? Describe the scene. What imag-
es can you imagine as you think of ways to respond?

Pray: Ask God to bless your sight. Pray that you would have eyes to see what God sees 
and courage to respond with love in action.
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WEEK 3  SOUND
What does God’s love sound like? This week you will be invited to listen for sounds 
of love. This passage is filled with sounds, such as the disciples speaking “peace,” the 
sounds of wolves and lambs, the sound of dust being brushed off their feet, and the 
cries of the man caught in the ditch.

The Good Samaritan must have heard the cries of the man in the ditch. Are we listen-
ing for the cries of a hurting world? Our lives are filled with noise. Everywhere we go, 
we hear talking, music, traffic, and laughter. It’s a noisy world. Because it’s so noisy all 
the time, we might not hear the cries of hurting people.

In this lesson we will practice listening, and we will consider how we can start listening 
for the cries of the world around us. God’s love will help drown out the noise.

Dwell

Before you read the passage, try to quiet the room. See if your students can be so still 
they can hear their breathing. Tell them that today we are listening for the sounds of 
God’s love in this passage. If they were one of the disciples in this story, what might 
they have heard? As they listen, they can imagine all the noises around them—the loud 
ones and the quiet ones.

Ask a volunteer to read Luke 10:1-11, 23-37 twice.

Ask: What did you hear in this story?

Note to leaders: It’s fine if the group comes up with sounds that aren’t really in the sto-
ry, like a baby crying in one of the houses or a door slamming in the faces of the disci-
ples. That means they are using their imaginations to engage God’s Word. Imagination 
is a gift from God and will only make this experience better.

Engage

Ask two or three talkative students to tell their favorite stories from NYC at the same 
time. The idea is to have multiple people talking over each other. Play a song in the 
background while they are talking. Ask a youth leader to take a call on their cell phone 
or play a video on their phone loudly. Let this go on for a few minutes. The idea is to 
create noisy chaos so no one can hear any of the stories.

Ask: In pairs of two, ask the students to tell their partners as much as they can remem-
ber about one of the stories. Back in the large group, ask why it was so hard to hear 
the stories they were telling.
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Do our lives get so noisy that we can’t listen well to God? Do our lives get so noisy that 
we don’t notice when someone near us is crying out for help?

Ask the students to be quiet again. Have one student tell their story. Back in pairs, they 
can try to retell the story with as much detail as they remember.

Connect

We live in such a busy, noisy world. Would we even hear if Jesus were calling to us and 
telling us to go somewhere? To start listening for Jesus, we have to be able to quiet 
our hearts. But what if you hate the quiet? A lot of people do.

Once we start listening for the voice of Jesus, we’re going to want to listen better to 
people around us. There are a lot of hurting people around us, but we don’t always 
hear them. We are so busy with all the noise around us, it’s hard to listen to the most 
important things.

Ask: What are the things in your life that make it hard to listen to God and others? 
What distracts you and takes your attention away from the people immediately around 
you?

Have you ever felt like you get drowned out in all the noise? Do you ever feel like peo-
ple don’t really hear you?

Is there anyone you didn’t hear this week? Do you think there might have been some-
one crying out for help who was drowned out in all the noise?

Note to leaders: Your students will naturally gravitate toward thinking of their clos-
est friends and family. That’s good. We hope they learn to listen better to family and 
friends. But listening shouldn’t stop there. Push them to think beyond those circles to 
the people who are often overlooked.

Pray: Pray that God would quiet your hearts. Ask God for ears to hear the cries of your 
neighbors. Pray for wisdom and courage to listen well and respond in love.



12

WEEK 4  TASTE
What does God’s love taste like? Taste might seem like a weird sense to engage as 
we learn to love our neighbors. But Jesus is always talking about the kingdom of God 
while eating with people around a table. In fact, eating together is so important that 
Jesus tells the disciples, not once but twice, to eat in the homes where they are wel-
comed.

Think about sharing your favorite food with someone you care about or going to your 
friend’s house for dinner. We get to know people better when we eat with them. It’s 
fun to eat with our friends. But what about eating with our neighbors or the people 
who are crying out in the ditch? How would it change our lives if we spent time eating 
with people who are really different from us?

Dwell

Have some food set out in bowls (look at the Engage section and prep that activity 
before the group meets so they can see it as you dwell in the passage). Let the group 
know they will be able to snack on the food later, but for now they need to listen for 
things they might be able to taste in the passage.

Ask a volunteer to read Luke 10:1-11, 23-37 twice.

Ask: What did you taste in this story?

Note to leaders: This is a tougher question than some of the others. Try to direct stu-
dents toward the disciples eating in homes. Also, the Good Samaritan poured oil and 
wine for the man in the ditch to restore his strength. The innkeeper was paid to take 
care of the man, which included feeding him.

Engage

Set out at least four different bowls of snacks for your group. There should be enough 
to share. Each snack should represent someone in the group, preferably youth leaders 
but possibly students. Let the group know that each snack represents someone in the 
group. Try to pick snacks that tell a story about the person. We all have funny sto-
ries connected to eating together on long van rides or late-night fast food runs. Find 
snacks that represent those stories, or share something the group might not know 
about one of their leaders.

Pass each snack around and, while they are munching, ask them who this snack re-
minds them of. See if the group can guess who all the snacks represent. Be sure to 
explain why you picked each snack.
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Ask: We make really powerful memories eating together. Why do you think eating to-
gether means so much to our relationships with each other?

Note to leaders: Food is fun, but it’s also a touchy subject. It’s easy to offend some-
one without knowing what you’ve done. That’s why we recommend you choose youth 
leaders to represent the snacks. Some students might have hidden eating disorders, 
and bringing a food that broadly represents a certain ethnicity might be taken of-
fensively. It’s safer to work with your leaders who are on board and supportive of the 
activity.

Connect

Eating together is a powerful experience. We need food to survive. The disciples had 
to depend on strangers to feed them. Imagine how well they got to know a family 
when they ate with them in their home! Eating together turns a stranger into a friend 
really fast.

Ask: Who did you eat with this past week? What did you eat? What were your table 
conversations about? What did you learn about these people as you ate with them?

Do you know anyone who might need a table to sit at or a friend to eat with? Is there 
anyone you would be uncomfortable eating with?

Living God’s love tastes like meals that turn strangers into friends. What could living 
God’s love taste like in your life this week?

Pray: Give God thanks for the food you get to eat every day. Ask God to be present 
at all the tables you will eat at this week. Ask God to feed hungry people as Christians 
live out God’s love around tables.
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WEEK 5  SMELL
What does God’s love smell like? This might be the sense that we think about the least. 
Who would think about the smell of love? But when I think about my mom’s love for 
me, I can smell her lotion and the scent of crescent rolls baking in the oven. When I 
think about my husband’s love, I can smell freshly cut grass on his Saturday shirts. If 
God’s love for the world is real—as real as freshly cut grass—we must be able to smell 
it. Surely God’s love isn’t sanitized, sterilized, or odorless!

The Bible passage is set in a real place with real people and real smells. The dust 
brushed off the disciples’ feet, the meals shared in strangers’ homes, the perspira-
tion walking those long dirt roads, the bandages on the injured man, the oil and wine 
poured on his wounds—these are the scents of God’s love. What does God’s love smell 
like in our world today?

In the Old Testament, the Israelites were taught to burn meat offerings to God. The 
people would eat the cooked meat, but the good aroma and smoke that rose up from 
the grill was the offering that was pleasing to God. How might our lives be an offering 
that is pleasing to God? What if God is pleased by the scent of the roads we walk, the 
meals we eat, the people we help? In this lesson, we will pay attention to the smells of 
God’s love and consider how our lives might be a pleasing offering to him.

Dwell

Welcome the group to get comfortable for the reading of Scripture. Consider having 
a scented candle burning while you read the passage. Encourage the group to take a 
few deep breaths and notice the smell of the candle. Now invite them to pay attention 
to the smells in the passage.

Ask a volunteer to read Luke 10:1-11, 23-37 twice.

Ask: What did you smell in this story?

Note to eaders: Let’s be honest—smells are funny, especially for teenagers. This might 
be a tough week to keep your students in a contemplative mood if they are cracking 
jokes about who and what smells. Don’t sweat it. Laughing together (as long as it’s not 
at someone’s expense) is a great way to bond. If the reading breaks up at a few points 
due to laughter, just keep moving. God is still with you, even when your students are 
making fart jokes.

Engage

Write each of the following words on a separate note card: coffee, Christmas tree, used 
socks, bubble gum, new car, sour milk. Place the cards face down and invite different 
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students to take a card. By describing the way the item smells, each student must try 
to get the group to guess the word on their particular card.

Alternatively, collect items that have a really distinct smell (like the ones listed above) 
and place them in a brown paper sack. Invite students to close their eyes and smell the 
top of the sack. Without looking in the sack, they must try to guess what is inside.

Ask: Was it easy or hard to guess these items just by the smell (or the description of 
the smell)?

What can we learn about a place by the way it smells?

Connect

Even though we don’t think about it often, the sense of smell is one of the strongest 
emotional senses we have. Smells make us react. How do you react when you walk into 
a place or meet a person with a terrible smell? How do you react when you walk into a 
place or meet a person with a pleasant smell? What if you walked into places assuming 
that Jesus had sent you there? How would that change the way you react?

God can take something that reeks with the stench of death and bring it to life. Think 
of the man in the ditch, sweating and bleeding until the Samaritan found him. What 
must he have smelled like? Are there places that God might send you to this week that 
smell of death? What would it smell like if you brought the good news that the king-
dom of God is near?

Pray: Ask God to make your life a pleasing smell to God. Give God your reactions so 
the Spirit can shape them. Pray that God would draw you to places that reek of death 
as you trust in God for the power of new life.
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WEEK 6  TOUCH
Human touch is a powerful thing, but we live in a rough and lonely world. During one 
year in college, I served with a ministry that washed the feet of homeless people be-
fore they went in for medical examinations. Some of our guests had not been touched 
by another person in a long time, and it was powerful to see their response to this ten-
der action.

What does God’s love feel like? The touch of God’s love is powerful. Imagine the man 
caught in the ditch, wondering if he will die all alone, when suddenly he feels the hand 
of the Good Samaritan lift him up, pour oil over his wounds, and tuck him into bed at 
the inn. He is touched by the love of God.

In this lesson we will consider what God’s love feels like as we connect with the ways 
we can touch the love of God in our care for and service to others.

Dwell

Have some pipe cleaners out as your students walk in. Invite them to play with a pipe 
cleaner while they listen to the passage. Let them know that today you are listening for 
things in the passage that they can touch and feel.

Ask a volunteer to read Luke 10:1-11, 23-37 twice.

Ask: What did you feel in this story?

Engage

Make a “fear box” out of an old shoe box. Cut an X on one side big enough to allow 
a hand to reach in but small enough to keep a person from seeing into the box. Place 
different objects inside the box. Try to use items that have different textures. Students 
must each place a hand inside, feel the object, and guess what it is without seeing it. 
You can switch out objects and play multiple rounds.

Note to leaders: If you want to see a great example of the “fear box,” check out  
video.vanityfair.com and search “fear box.” It will give you lots of ideas.

Ask: What was it like to feel something unknown? Would it have been more comfort-
able if you could see what you were touching?
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Connect

Touch requires that we get close to another person or thing. You were probably a bit 
scared putting your hand in the “fear box” because you were so close to something, 
and you didn’t know what it was or what it might feel like.

The man in the ditch fell into the hands of robbers. He had been hurt and bruised 
and nearly killed by the touch of hate. When the priest and the Levite saw him, they 
wouldn’t even come close enough to touch him. But the Samaritan not only touched 
him, he held him and carried him.

Ask: This last week, did you see others get pushed around by hateful hands? Has that 
ever happened to you? Is it hard to feel the love of God when you are being hurt by 
others?

Think about the people you will be with this week. How can you help the people you 
encounter feel the love of God?

Can your group think of one way you could work together to show the tangible love 
of God in your community? Take some time to discuss the people or places where you 
want to bring God’s love. Think of all you’ve noticed over the last six weeks. Which 
people and places keep coming up in your Connect conversations? What might God 
be up to in your community? Come up with a plan to carry out this week.

Pray: Pray together, asking God that you would be able to work together to be the 
hands of God’s love.
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